
Educational Excursions
Woodbridge School         
Marine Discovery Centre
Explore Tasmania’s diverse marine environment at the 
Woodbridge School Marine Discovery Centre. Situated 
in the D’Entrecasteaux Channel in southeast Tasmania, 
the Marine Discovery Centre gives students of all ages 
the opportunity to learn about, discover and care for 
the marine environment through diverse shore and sea 
based programs.

The Centre houses fully-equipped teaching areas, an 
aquarium room, marine pond, touch tanks, displays of 
human impact and fishing technology, as well as a large 
collection of cool temperate marine species. 

In the centre, students will have the opportunity to 
study live specimens, looking at how they fit into the 
D’Entrecasteaux Channel food web, and how they 
have adapted to their environment. They will also work 
on a number of activities on topics such as feeding 
relationships, marine protected areas, biodiversity, and 
pollution. 

Bushcare
Play a part in enhancing and preserving Hobart’s 
bushland. The half-day Bushcare excursion will allow 
students to experience Tasmania’s bushland up 
close, while also helping to maintain the ecological 
sustainability and natural beauty of Hobart’s precious 
bushland reserves.

Working with local Bushcare experts, students will learn 
about bush regeneration techniques and participate in 
activities such as planting and weeding to support the 
natural ecosystem and enhance the wildlife habitat. The 
regeneration activities aim to restore degraded bushland, 
changing weed-infested areas back to healthy habitats 
for locally-occurring native plants.

A highlight of the Marine Discovery Centre is its 13.5 
metre research vessel, the Penghana. During the tour, 
weather permitting, students will spend time on the 
Penghana exploring the Channel’s unique marine 
environment. Fully equipped with radar and sonar 
equipment as well as oceanographic and biodiversity 
sampling equipment, a variety of fishing technologies 
and an underwater video camera, the Penghana provides 
the perfect learning environment for students to collect 
and compare data from a number of sites with varying 
depths, varying exposure to environmental conditions or 
varying degrees of human influence. 

‘Tall Trees’ by Rexness available at www.flickr.com/photos/rexness/4782570338 under a 
Creative Commons Attribution 2.0. Full terms at 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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Sealife at the Woodbridge School Marine Discovery Centre 

RV Penghana at the Woodbridge School Marine Discovery Centre



Exploring Forestry Tasmania
Learn about Tasmania’s forests through a hands-on field 
trip with the Forest Education Foundation. During the 
field trip students will have the opportunity to participate 
in a range of practical activities and investigate topics 
such as forest management practices, forest science and 
research, sustainability, and forest ecosystems.

For students in Hobart, the field trip will take place 
at Tahune Forest Reserve and for those students in 
Launceston, the field trip will take place at Hollybank 
Forest Reserve. 

Tahune Forest Reserve

The Tahune Forest Reserve is located 70km south of 
Hobart, in the heart of the Huon Valley on the banks of the 
Huon River. Whilst at the reserve, students will have the 
opportunity to view the forest canopy from the Tahune 
Airwalk, and also explore the Swinging Bridges walking 
circuit. 

The Tahune Airwalk is one of Hobart’s top attractions. As 
visitors walk 20 metres above the forest floor on a steel-
structure suspended over the treetops, they will have 
a bird’s eye view of the canopy of Tasmania’s southern 
forests and the Huon River.

Students will also be able to feel the force of the Huon 
and Picton Rivers flowing beneath their feet as they cross 
two swinging bridges suspended from the river banks on 
the Swinging Bridges circuit.

Hollybank Forest Reserve

Hollybank Forest Reserve is located just 30 minutes from 
Launceston in Tasmania’s north. With a mixture of native 
forests and European plantations, Hollybank Reserve 
is one of Tasmania’s most popular picnic areas. Whilst 
at the reserve, students will visit a range of forest types 
and learn to identify the features of wet and dry eucalypt 
forests.  On a walk through the reserve, they can explore 
the history of Hollybank and its changing land use, from 
the early 1800’s to the present day.
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Tahune Airwalk. Image courtesy of Tourism Tasmania & Nick Osborne

Tahune Airwalk. Image courtesy of Tourism Tasmania & Garry Moore

‘Bidgee-widgee in flower’ by John Tann available at           
www.flickr.com/photos/31031835@N08 under a Creative Commons Attribution 2.0. 
Full terms at https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/

Arve Road Forest. Image courtesy of Tourism Tasmania & 
N.R. Goldsmith, Knox Photographic Society


